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Kakeru, Aiko and Brian are first-year students at Nishiki High School. Brian is a student

Jrom New Zealand. They are classmates and are walking to school in the morning.

Kakeru:
Aiko:

Brian:
Aiko:

Kakeru:
Aiko:
Brian:
Kakeru:

Aiko:

Good morning, Aiko. Hey, what are you holding in your hand?

Good morning, Kakeru. This is a stone. I picked it up in my garden yesterday, but
something strange happened this morning.

Oh, what is strange?

Most parts of this stone look black, but there are a few red parts in it. When I saw
it yesterday, the red parts were seen more clearly. I’m wondering why the color looks
different today.

That’s really strange. What is different between “yesterday” and “today”?

Um.... I remember it was raining yesterday, but the sun is shining today.

Let me think. Did the weather work to change the color?

I don’t know for sure. mWhy don’t you ask Ms. Iida, our science teacher, about
this strange stone?

Yes, I think it’s a good idea. Let’s show it to her!

After arriving at school, they are talking with Ms. lida in the science room before classes.

Ms. Tida:
Aiko:
Ms. Tida:

Aiko:

Kakeru:

Ms. Tida:
Brian:

Ms. Iida:

Kakeru:
Ms. lida:

Brian:

So, you have come here to ask about this stone and want to know what it is and
why the color looked , right?

Yes, Ms. lida, we really want to know that.

Let me see. It’s very difficult for even a science teacher to tell exactly what this
stone is. But I think it may be a kind of *mudstone. It was not hard in the seas or
lakes. After it appeared on the ground, it slowly turned into a hard rock.

I understand. I’'m glad to know that. Thank you very much. I remember we
learned about stones and rocks in your class. I have been interested in them since
I took your class.

Your class is my favorite, too. It’s very interesting and you encouraged us to learn
more about stones and rocks. Do you keep, studying about them, Ms. lida?

Of course! So, I became a science teacher.

You really love stones and rocks.

Yes, [ really do! By the way, do you know how many kinds of stones and rocks are
in the world?

(3)-a
People say that there are about 5,000 kinds of them.
Oh, so many!



Ms. lida:

Aiko:

Ms. Tida:
Kakeru:

Ms. Tida:
Brian:
Ms. Tida:

Aiko:
Ms. Tida:

Several *jewels change their colors in the rain, but in this case the red parts in this
stone looked brighter because it was wet.

I see. Actually, the color of this stone didn’t change. . I just saw the red color inside
it more clearly when it got wet, right?

That’s , Aiko. In fact, this is not a *chemical change.

Thank you for teaching us, but why are you so interested in stones and rocks,
Ms. lida?

Because they tell the history of the earth.

What? I don’t understand. Do you mean they can tell us about it?

Yes, that’s right. They were created deep inside the earth. When we watch them
carefully, we can see how the earth was *formed and how it is now changing.

I'see. Stones and rocks give us a chance to know about it.

You’re right. So, we can say (4)they are like “presents” from the earth. And it also
gives us a surprise gift! Shall we go to the *riverside next Sunday? I’m sure there
are many kinds of stones and rocks and we can find another gift there, too.

Next Sunday, Ms. Iida and the three students are by the riverside. Kakeru and Aiko are

picking up stones and rocks there, but Brian is watching something alone.

Ms. Tida:
Aiko:

Brian:
Kakeru:
Ms. Tida:
Kakeru:
Brian:
Ms. Iida:
Brian:

Ms. Iida:
Kakeru:

Brian:

Aiko:

Brian:

You can see a lot of presents from the earth here! ‘

Yes. There are many kinds of them! Hey, Brian, what are you looking at? You
look .

Well, I’'m watching a narrow space between rocks. Look here. Hot *steam is
*blowing from the ground.

Ms. Iida, what is this? Why is it blowing out of the ground?

What is this place famous for?

I’m not sure. Famous for what..., anybody?

I know the answer! It’s a hot spring! This area is known for its hot springs.

Exactly. I want to show you this one. Do you remember I told you there is another
gift from the earth on the riverside? That’s it!

Another gift from the earth is geothermal energy!

Perfect. This energy is another gift from the earth.

Wait. What is geothermal energy like? ‘Why is it a gift? I have never heard of
such difficult words.

Let me explain a little. My country has been using geothermal energy. “Geo”
means earth and “thermal” means *heat, so geothermal energy is heat held deep
inside the earth, and it is *generated from the *magma.

I see. So, do you mean (5)[ @ the ground @ outof @by @ coming (& the heat
(® the steam (@ generated ® of @is] the magma?

That’s right, Aiko.




Ms. Iida:
Brian:

Kakeru:
Ms. lida:
Kakeru:
Brian:
Aiko:

Brian:

Aiko:

Brian:
Ms. Tida:

Brian:
Kakeru:

Brian:
Aiko:

Ms. Tida:
Brian:
Aiko:

Ms. Tida:
Kakeru:
Ms. Tida:
Brian:
Aiko:
Kakeru:

Ms. Tida:

Kakeru:

All of you know that we, humans, don’t have enough energy, so geothermal energy
can help us. »
And Japan is very because it has a large amount of geothermal energy
under the ground.
I'see. Now I understand Japan has more geothermal energy than other countries.
(
(6
(6
(

Yes! In the future, I want to do something useful for my country through many
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experiences in Japan.

I see, so you know many things about geothermal energy.

If we had more *natural resources in New Zealand, we could use more geothermal
energy and find a key to solve energy *shortage problems.

Geothermal energy is a gift from our planet to produce electricity in the future.
This is one of the biggest *advantages. All of you know about that.

I have also studied about another advantage.

What is it? ;

Geothermal energy is *sustainable because the heat is *continuously produced in
the earth.

Oh, it’s quite different from *solar energy. It depends on the weather or the time.
For example, electricity from solar energy is not generated during the night. |

That’s right. Can ydu show us other advantages, Brian? ]

Yes. You can say that geothérmal energy is also eco-friendly for keeping the
amount of CO2 small. Geothermal energy produces less air pollution than *fossil
fuels’ energy.

(3)-d If people use more geothermal energy instead of fossil fuels’ energy,
they may be able to solve such an environmental problem in the future.

I hope so, but there are also some *disadvantages.

Oh, disadvantages, too?

Let’s see. A lot of time and money will be needed to build one geothermal energy
power *plant. We need to *dig holes until we can find something generated from the
magma like hot water or steam.

I know that. I hear building one plant may take about 10 years. It is also very
difficult to find a right spot.

Oh. It will probably be a hard work, but (7)

You’re right. All of us can now learn more about geothermal energy.

Geothermal energy has both advantages and disadvantages, but we need to think
about the energy shortage problems and try to solve them for the future.

Yes, I will study more.



Aiko: Thank you for teaching us, Ms. Iida. ;
Kakeru:  Thank you very much, Ms. Iida. By the way, Brian said hot springs are famous
around here. Let’s go there next time!
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(M1) o Why don’t you ask Ms. Iida, our science teacher, about this strange stone? EHb
2, TDEX)ICKakeru BE o HHAEZZED LCELTREDDIE, KROFT
(=@ (W '

Kakeru wants to ask Ms. Iida what the weather will be like.
Kakeru wants to ask Ms. Iida why this stone has changed its color.
Kakeru wants to know when the color of this stone changed from red to black.

HJA N

Kakeru wants to know about the stone Ms. Iida was talking about in her class.

(M2) | (22 |~| (@d |oHz, ZAZPAKROA~HOENEANDLD
RE Ve ZOMAEHLEE LTRDEY 2 DDIE, TOT~HOHRTIIEND,

A special B wrong C true D Dboring
E lucky F strange G different H serious
(2)-a (2)b | @< | | (2rd |
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I can see what you mean.
I have no idea.

Sounds great.
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You know where we are.
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(F4) « they are like “presents” from the earth & H % 2°, TONHFZRD LI ITHFE
Eyeshud [ (ofIicEnkd REEEANSORI VA, KILH
- DEFHETBEFETEZI LRIV,

Stones and rocks have important information. They show when the earth was

created or what it was like. You may be able to even see how it is now changing. That

‘means :l 1s written inside of them.
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A Are there any other countries like that? _

B Ihear you have been studying about hot springs and geothermal energy.

C You know, hot springs in New Zealand are also famous like Japan.

D You're right. Many hot springs in Japan show we can use it in Japan.

(6)-a (6)-b | (6-c | ‘ | (60d |
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(M7) FAXOBHIZED L1, (7) WZEEERANS L X BB DIL,
ROFTIZEND

we have to solve energy shortage problems without geothermal energy
we need to spend 10 years finding natural resources from the ground

we should study about geothermal energy and find better ways to use it

H & =X S

we must improve geothermal energy plants by using solar energy

(18) AXOMEILEIEXOEASHLEE LTRLENZDDE, FTOFP~>0D
BTl END,

(® Brian knew the stone looked different because of the temperature.
@ According to Ms. Iida, it was very easy for science teachers to answer what the
stone was.
The color of the stone didn't actually turn red when it got wet.
When Kakeru saw the hot steam between rocks, he didn't understand it right away.
The gifts Ms. lida wanted to show most were stones and rocks.
Brian hoped to help New Zealand through the experiences he had in Japan.

According to Aiko, solar energy could generate electricity all day.

@O0O®e

Ms. lida explained geothermal energy power plants would be built immediately.

® @
® ®
® @® ®
© 666

@ ®

© @ ®
® @ ®
@ ©® ® @

® ®

| & T

L |4 H|N
NI PN
®|0|®
©@|®|®
@@
®|Q

(FM9) kOEMICHT 2% %2%, HHZEDT 40 5ELE 50 EBLADEE THX
728\, 72721, geothermal energy, solar energy [CB 35 b DR AKX IR L%
WZ e, [T TPl &, BRICEDRV, TNHO/FFIE, BEEK
DT HRER & TAREB DRI AN 72 E vy,

What kind of eco-friendly product do you recommend to people and why?
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Hello, this is N;'shiki High School News. Every month, we interview some students in our
high school and tell their stories to you. Today, it is a nice day in April. I’m here in the
classroom of the first-year students. This is Takashi. He has just come back from an island
called Tachijima this March. This time, I want to ask him to talk about his experience, how he
spent a year on Tachijima. Let’s listen to his story.

Hi, my name is Takashi Yamano. I’m fifteen years old. My family of four — my parents,
my little sister Koharu, and I — lived on Tachijima for a year from April 2022 to March 2023.
About a year and a half ago, my parents told Koharu and me that we were moving to a new
place. At first, I couldn’t believe that, but soon I found out they were serious. Our family had
to move to an island, Tachijima, because of my father’s business. It was hard for me to tell my
friends that I was leaving. I wanted to graduate from my junior high school with my friends.
I told my mother that Koharu also had good friends in her elementarj} school, so we were not
very positive about moving to Tachijima. My mother understood my feelings but she said,
“Tachijima is said to be a good place to live on and there is a lot of nature. Your father and
I were born in a small village which had a lot of nature. We had a good time there and a lot of

wonderful memories when we were children. I want you and Koharu to grow up in such a

place and enjoy your life.” (I)While I was feeling lonely about living away from my hometown,
our life on Tachijima started.
On Tachijima, there is only one junior high school and it has about sixty students. Every

September a big local event is held at the school and it is well known to local people.

It is 2a traditional local dancing event which has a long history on Tachijima. On the event

day, all the junior high school students perform the traditional local dancing to wish for
people’s health and happiness. They have a strong *passion for it. In April, a meeting was held
at school to choose a captain. My homeroom teacher recommended me to be the captain of our
performance. The teacher wanted me to make new friends and *get used to school life on the
island. Before I came to Tachijima, I was the type of person who hid behind others. When
I was asked to be the captain, I didn’t want to accept it. However, after talking with my "
classmates, I decided to become the captain. ,

In May, the junior high school students began gathering at a local community center three
days a week after school to practice their dancing. *To my surprise, no one *complained that

they needed to take part in the dancing practices instead of their club activities.

(3)

I usually came home feeling lonely. One day, I was given some advice by Mr. Okada, a

performance *instructor. He has been teaching Tachijima’s traditional local dancing for more

.._.10_



than twenty years. He explained a little about the history and the people of Tachijima. The
number of people who come to live on Tachijima has been increasing recently. On the other
hand, some of them *are not familiar with its culture and traditions. He looked straight at me
and said to me, “Takashi, you are the captain this year. I know you are (4)-a to this
place and there are a lot of things you are not familiar with, but I hope you will be able to bring
new ideas to us. We williput your new ideas together with ours and create something
wonderful.” These words always pushed me forward when I was in trouble. After that day,
I could be positive about everything. I visited the local history museum and learned about the
history of this area to know more about the traditional local performances. On a hill with a
view of the ocean, just outside the school, I was taught the meaning of the steps and movements
of our dancing by my classmates. During the summer vacation, we practiced until night and
walked home while we were talking about our performance along the *starlit road. We
discussed what we needed and checked it with Mr. Okada again and again. Before going to
Tachijima, I didn’t realize the sky was so beautiful, especially at night. I would never forget
the beautiful night sky with so many stars. On this island without the | (5) | of the city, I felt
the *warmth of nature and the people around me.

One night when I came home, Koharu showed me a small *shellfish. She said, “Today’s
dinner is fokobushi and local fish dishes. Tokobushi is a kind of shellfish and it looks like a
small *abalone. Come here, come to the kitchen!” In the kitchen, my father was cooking. He
explained, “*Islanders often eat fokobushi, but it is not common for us. I received them from
our neighbors.” While he was talking to me, he *fried the local fish. The smell made me
hungry. He continued, “When you go to the sea, there are many kinds of fish and shellfish that
you cannot see in your hometown. Our neighbors would like to go fishing with you if you
want. ” It was my first time to eat them and they were very delicious. ‘I never went fishing
before, but I became interested in it. Then I realized that (G)K @ for @ which ® are
@ for local people ® are common (® things (@ not common ] us. Like tokobushi, the

dance was well known to the local people, but I wondered, “Are its meanings known to
everyone?” Days were passing. I spent every day praéticing for our performances with
friends. I could have a good time because I was able to find a lot of special things on the
island. This *moved on to Koharu, and she began practicing the dance with me at home.

The big day arrived. It was a beautiful sunny day and the sea was very bright. Many
people visited our junior high school. Families, young children and elderly people from all
over the island gathered and waited for the event to begin. The lights in the gym were turned
off and it made the audience silent. When the *spotlight was on me, I got nervous. In the
opening speech of the event, I said, “Through my practices, I have not only touched on the
importance of this traditional local event, but also felt the people’s passion for dancing. We
added two (4)-b steps and movements to the first part of the performance. Look at the
poster near the stage. That was my idea. It shows what these steps and movements mean.
When we learned more about the dancing, we could understand more about this island. I think
it is better for more people to experience our dancing together. Please try to move your body

_11_.



with us.” When Koharu was trying to learn my dancing, I realized that ; this traditional dancing

would bring many people together. At the same time, I felt it should be known to more people.

When I shared my idea with Mr. Okada, he *gladly accepted it. My friends also agreed with
me and suggested the simple dancing movements. I was happy to see some people who were

dancing with us. The performance event on that day ended with many *cheers.

Before moving to Tachijima, I was only thinking of myself, but on the island, many
people tried to help me. I was trusted as the captain of our performance. I was able to learn
about its culture and traditions. I made more friends there. I enjoyed fishing in the sea and it
became one of my hobbies. I will do something for the people on the island and make them

happy. (S)Tachijima has become a second home to me and a place I want to return to someday.

During my stay on Tachijima, I learned it is necessary for us to keep an (4)-d mind.
We have to welcome new experiences as they are. I have become more *confident through

these experiences on Tachijima.

(3F) passion ZAFE getusedto ~ ~IZIEN A
to one’s surprise  F\ 72 Z & IZiE complain A% T 9 ,
instructor  Fifi [ be familiar with ~ ~% X {H>Twn 53
starlit EBH») D warmth BB &
shellfish H abalone 77 Y
islander BE fry ~ ~Z#HT5
move onto ~ ~~E25 spotlight ARy bF A4 b
gladly < cheers 1% -

confident HEIZHH 72

(F1) w While I was feeling lonely about living away from my hometown, & & % 7%,
Z DX HIT Takashi PEL/2HHD—DL LTHRD LRLTWE DL, Kk

DOHFTIZ END,

7 Takashi couldn’t spend his school life with friends in his hometown.

4 Takashi didn't think that moving to Tachijima was true.

rJ  Takashi didn’t get any information about Tachijima from anybody.

I Takashi was shocked to find out Koharu wanted to move to Tachijima.

_.12_



(2) 2 traditional local dancing event EHDD, RXOHAEL—BLEVEHDII,

ROFTIZEND

It is held once a year and its dancing is for people’s health and happiness.
The local people on Tachijima know it well and it has a long history.

All the junior high school students on Tachijima practice dancing for it after school.

H 3 A N

Only the junior high school students on Tachijima are able to take part in it.

(M3) [® |PPCRRDOA~DHFAS, AXDHNILE) LHWTELL
BRPRIEE, ZOMEAEDLELE LTRIBEY 2D, TOFP~IOFT

i END

A However, I could not change my mind soon, even after I realized their feelings.
B I was also surprised everyone was excited to make the event successful.

C My classmates practiced hard and their passion for it encouraged me a lot.

D Though I was the captain, I had no idea what to do for it first.

7 B—A—C—D

1 B—D—C—A

‘) D—A—B—C

I D—A—C—B

(4) | (@-a |~ @-d |ofic, ZRERROA~GDENE ANSDH
v, TOMAEDLEE L TRLBEIYLDDIE, TOT~HOHTIREND,

A strange B simple C easy D open
E new F warm G attractive
(4)-a | @b | | @ | (4)>d
I A C E G
1 A E G C
7 E B F D
B E C B G
7 G B E D
i G E F Cc

_13_



(5] AIXOWNIZEI LI, [6) | IZATHTHELNTVLIEE 1 BV
A

(R6) (6)[ @ for @ which @ are @ for local people & are common ® things

@ not common ] 122V T, AXDWMNIZED L5112, [ ]l mo
MEE.ERNZELLEBRD222EE, | ] AT2&HB L 4FRHL
BRI b DOMALDEL LTRHLED LD, KOT~HOHTIE
ENdro
2%H 4%H 6%H

7 @ @ @

1 ® @ ®

vy ® @ ®

E @ ® @

# ® ® @

) ® @ ®

(R 7) »,this traditional dancing would bring many people together & & % %%, | Takashi 7%
RA7=NWZEE LTHRDETRDDIZ, ROBTIZEND,

7 When we learned the meanings of the dancing, many people also got interested in

its traditions.

1 When we practiced its dancing more and more, it became easier for more people
to dance.

7 If we performed its dancing with many people, it would help them to feel closer to
each other.

T If we told the tradition of the dancing to Koharu, a lot of local people would be

happier.

(R38) o Tachijima has become a second home to me & & %A%, Z O & IT Takashi 2%
BRUHBAZRED ICRLTWEIDE, ROBTIZEND, |

Takashi felt sorry for the local people because he had to leave Tachijima.
Takashi would like to go back to Tachijima soon to help the local people.
Takashi was satisfied with his experiences he had three years ago.

H 3N

Takashi was looking forward to doing something for the local people.

_14_



(M9) AXOHNBIZEIEXLOMALSHLEL LTEDEYZDIDIZ, TOTP~2D
RCikEhd.

(@D Takashi was told to move to Tachijima at the beginning of the second year of his
junior high school. _

(@ Takashi’s parents were born and grew up in a small village on Tachijima and they
enjoyed nature.

@ Takashi was recommended to be the captain of the performance, but he didn't
want to do it at first.

@ After Takashi talked with Mr. Okada, Mr. Okada’s words gave him courage and he
became positive.

(® Takashi had a few experiences to eat tokobushi before he lived on Tachijima.

(® Takashi decided to make the poster of the dancing because he wanted many
people to dance together.

(@ When Takashi talked about his idea to Mr. Okada, Mr. Okada welcomed it without
any worry.

Many islanders helped Takashi during his stay on Tachijima, but he was always

thinking of himself.
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(9 10) WD, Takashi A%, Tachijima (Z{E¢ Mr. Okada 1258 T2 E X — L D
—HTHb:, ( O ) ~( @ ) OFIEFEEANLLE, BLEYLD
DETDT~JDOFEDPLENEN—DDFORUVLE VL, ALDDEE
EZERA

Dear Mr. Okada,

How have you been? I hope you are doing well. It has been only a few months
since I left Tachijima and I miss you all. I became a high school student and I'm
fine. At my high school, everyone has to do research for something and give a
presentation. I decided to study about the local ( @ ) I joined last year.
I chose this topic because I had a good experience there. I became the captain and
itmademe ( @ ) . Irealized it was important for more people to know its
cultureand ( ® ) . Now I am making a postef again for my presentation
on the research day. Though it was not a long stay on Tachijima, the experiences :
I got there were ( @ ) to me. Iwould like to visit the island again. I'm
looking forward to the day!

¥ practice 1 similar 7 convenient I precious

F food 7 confident *  traditions 7 performance
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